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This is an old case where the defendant, Yablonsky, was charged with the murder of his landlord back in 1985. After numerous years of investigation landing nowhere, suddenly two detectives landed on D-Yablonsky’s doorstep to question him in re the murder.

The two detectives, Greg Myler and Rob Alexander, made it clear they were only there to question D-Yablonsky. At no time did they read him his Miranda rights, even for precaution. I checked both the transcripts and the audio to ascertain if I missed it, but there was no Miranda ever given. 

It should be noted that most experience investigators will give Miranda even if they do not intend to arrest, just for precaution, but these alleged experienced detectives from San Bernardino did not even do that. 

These detectives asked question after question trying to make D-Yablonsky feel comfortable but never telling him that he was basically subject to arrest, and his house was going to immediately be searched. 

I am going to reiterate later in this report, but please note these detectives used a ruse, an illegal ruse to get D-Yablonsky to talk. Once they wanted to leave his house and go to Signal Hill PD, D-Yablonsky protested and asked where are we going?

The detectives said, “We want to get you away from your wife, again, no Miranda, and never telling him, he was essentially under arrest. They asked him if he minded and he said why, they said simply to talk, they never mentioned arrest.

At this point D-Yablonsky was under arrest but never given his Miranda rights. He was not detained, he was under arrest, he just simply was not told this to cajole as much information from him as possible. 

Let me use some words here that occurred so you get the picture very clear.
The detectives patronized D-Yablonsky. They beguiled him. They flattered him.
They made ingratiating remarks. They manipulated D-Yablonsky. 

They exploited him by being duplicitous. They were sneaky and deceptive to coax him to talk. They wooed him, sweet talked him, used surreptitiousness, to get what they wanted from D-Yablonsky. 

These two detectives were underhanded, clandestine, disingenuous, and devious.
On top of it all, it was all illegal simply because D-Yablonsky was never Mirandized. 
These detectives knew better, but they did not care. They were on a mission.
In fact, later at the Signal Hill police department when they finally told D-Yablonsky that he was under arrest, he said, “I want an attorney. 

They never provided him with an attorney and kept on asking him questions, and still did not mirandize him. Then they started to berate him because he would not cop out and agree that he killed the victim, Rita Cobb. They started calling him a monster and asking even more questions. 

Every cop knows that once a defendant says they want an attorney, you’re done, no more questions, but these two were attempting to force D-Yablonsky to agree with their assessment of the crime. They kept talking about evidence they had but never showed any. It was simply to get D-Yablonsky to fold, which he did not, he kept telling them he would never hurt Rita, and this upset them.

This was outside of department policy and the law. These detectives went to John Yablonsky’s house to arrest him. First, they wanted to trick him into talking, but it did not work so they got mad and started threatening him by saying we are going to tell your wife what you did. We are going to tell your father and your children what you did.
What are they going to think of you?

D-Yablonsky had already told them over ten times he never had a relationship with Rita other than landlord/tenant. Yet, these two detectives asked him over and over again, the exact same questions and Yablonsky answered them the same way each time. 

These two detectives even admitted there were missing reports in this case, yet continued to berate D-Yablonsky after he would not cop out to something he told them over and over he did not do. 

D-Yablonsky made it clear that he did not socialize with Rita, nor did his wife at the time. 
He made it clear he didn’t really know her other than as a landlord. 
Yablonsky made it clear he did work on her house, so of course he has been in her house on numerous occasions fixing sinks, doors and such. 

To find his fingerprints or DNA in her house would be expected, she called him to do numerous small projects for her. These detectives wanted to know v-Rita’s social life as if D-Yablonsky knew it. When he said he did not know, they told him what it was, then wanted to know if he agreed. They wanted to feed him the answers they wanted then claim he said it. This was simple subterfuge.  

There were so many opportunities to Mirandize D-Yablonsky, but the detectives had no intention of doing that. In fact they even said on the radio that they were transporting him to the Signal Hill PD and on standby for the search warrant. This proves that arrest was on the radar from the beginning. 

All of the small talk used at D-Yablonsky’s house, even in front of his current wife, Melody, was disingenuous. These detectives did their best to trip D-Yablonsky up, but he kept answering the same question over ten times the same way. Still without Miranda warning, the detective would get right back to asking the same question, did you have a relationship with V-Rita. Answer, No. 

Did you kiss V-Rita? NO!  Did you have sex with V-Rita? NO!  You are much younger than her did, she like young guys; that’s okay you know? Yablonsky, said I don’t know what she liked.

The detectives, then without Miranda, asked Yablonsky about his previous drug use and arrest back in the 80’s and 90’s. This was done to intentionally later on accuse him of doing the act of murder on Rita while he was high; again, subterfuge. 

This was a horrible, sidetracked investigation that violated so many laws and department policies its ridiculous. These detectives tried every which way to trip Yablonsky up, by drug talk, by talking about problems with his previous wives, by any means necessary. They even said perhaps you got with Rita because you and your wife were not getting along, intentionally screwing up the dates Yablonsky gave them of problems with each previous wife. 

The whole line of question and method by these detectives was unprofessional and illegal. They went from questioning his wives to his siblings, and his mother and father. When Yablonsky asked them why they were questioning him with the same stuff over and over, they ignored him and continued. 

They were not interested in Yablonsky’s army time, they wanted to know his state of mind hoping it led to anger and murder. When he would not cop out, they then literally accused him of being in a horrible state of mind back then due to the armed service and his wives. 

These detectives literally accused D-Yablonsky of having a relationship with Rita behind his wife’s back simply because that is what the first wife was doing to Yablonsky. They accused him of doing it for payback. 

No matter what D-Yablonsky said, the detectives twisted it around like “schoolgirls on social media”. They wanted to get their way with D-Yablonsky and when he would not agree, they got aggressive and still without Miranda. 

These detectives cajoled D-Yablonsky and his wife Melody, to the police station without telling either of them that Yablonsky was actually under arrest. 
They talked about D-Yablonsky working with nuclear missiles and the training involved. This was not their interest; it was to act as if they were listening to him but to really get him to agree with them about what occurred with Rita. This was beyond patronizing and subterfuge; this was pathetic police work. 

After the arrest, they told D-Yablonsky they had his DNA in her house. Of course it was there, he worked in there on numerous occasions at Rita’s request. They made it appear as if it was only there because he illegally entered the location and killed Rita. 
Then when Yablonsky denied any of this, they started getting loud and accused him of being a liar and a monster like other arrests they have made of murderers. 

Now listen to this, they have already told him he is under arrest. They still did not mirandize him but continued to ask questions. Why? 
They then threatened and cajoled D-Yablonsky because he kept denying ever hurting Rita. They said, “no you didn’t hurt her you killed her.” Wow!  You did it while you were high. You were a horrible person back then doing horrible things and perhaps you just didn’t realize what you did.

Wow! Still no Miranda, even after the defendant emphatically said, we don’t need to talk anymore, I want an attorney. 

These detectives even tried the sympathy card, saying, “we saw you when you looked at her photo”. We could tell by the look in your eyes that you did this. Are you even serious here? They told D-Yablonsky he did this because of the amount of stress he had in his life at the time. 

They kept telling D-Yablonsky they had the evidence to prove it but never showed any of it. These detectives then took and even lower road and accused him of raping women in the past and saying they would testify against him. 

So let me get this straight. Simply because this defendant will not go along with your theory of who killed Rita, you now accuse him of rape from the past and threaten to use those alleged victims against him in this case? Wow!

They literally kept bringing up his previous arrest and prison time to convince him to confess to something he did not do and told them over and over again, he did not do this. 

You would think it would stop here, but no, these detectives kept going. 
They said, just tell us it was an accident, John Yablonky, we’ll take that. Wow!
You had a bad wife then, and you were on drugs…
Again, D-Yablonsky said, I did not hurt that lady, and again one of the detectives said, no you killed her. Wow!

Over and over again they went at D-Yablonsky, still with no Miranda even though now he even asked for an attorney. They literally said, “you are forcing us, we are not going away.” We are going to tell everybody. 

D-Yablonsky then said can I just go smoke and cigarette and call my wife, and the detectives said no! So essentially, Yablonsky was detained against his will and then after numerous questions over and over again, he was finally told he was under arrest, then told we are searching your house right now. 

Furthermore, I just want to add the level of deception we are dealing with from these detectives to drive the point home. 

Exhibit 49a, specifically at 1hr, 7m, 15s into the audio where Yablonsky's answers to the question whether he had the key to Rita's house. He clearly said "no", yet the transcript, Exhibit 49a, page 44, line 23, the answer was transcribed as "um ya".

Also, at 1hr, 7m, 25s, into the audio, Yablonsky was asked whether Rita had a key to his house and the audio clearly says, "yes she did", yet in Exhibit 49a, page 45, line 1, Yablonsky's answer was transcribed as "no"

These incorrect transcriptions gave the jury the wrong impression that Yablonsky kept a key to Rita's house with the intention to commit a crime.
Because the transcript is so contradictory, to the actual audio answers, it appears fraudulent.

Last but not least, States Exhibit 49a is at least 50 minutes shorter than States Exhibit 49. It would be impossible for anyone to be legally instructed that Exhibit 49 and Exhibit 49a were proof of an accurate transcription. This degree of deception is unconscionable.

Need I say more. This was an illegal act from the start. From the moment these detectives arrived at Yablonsky’s door, they lied and did not Mirandize him with full intent to arrest him and search his house, then altered the results. 
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