
Pamela Richards' body was found by William Richards in a
sleeping bag on the couple's undeveloped S-acre property

at 12:38 a.m.
Investigators and prose-

cutors argued that William
Richards killed his 4o-year-
old wife sometime between
thetime he arrived home and
the time he made his first 91t
call.

Mclane said exculpatory
evidence that could have
helped prove William Rich-
ards' innocence - such as
a blond hair found under
Pamela Richards' fi ngernail
that belonged to neither her
nor her husband - was never

l-irl" /' '' :

her death, Mclane said she
bleached her hair and had
naturallybrownhair.

"This hair was blonde at
the root. If that hair came
from Pamela Richards,
that hair should have been
brown. And that evidence
was suppressed from the
defense," said Mclane,
adding that DNA testing
confirmed the hair strand
belonged to an unknown
thirdparty.

DNA testing also revealed
that hair and blood samples
taken from a cinder block and
concrete paver used to crush
the victim's skull was not that
of either the victim nor her
husband, court records show.

---------
Additionally, a bite mark

on Pamela Richards' thumb,
which prosecutors argued
was infl icted by her husband,
was not introduced as
evidence until his third crimi-
nal trial. A prosecution experl
testified that William Rich-
ards'teeth matched the bite
mark, but then later admittec
he was wrong. It was unclear
if DNA testingwas ever nul
on the bite mark to see if il
matched that of William
Richards.

While Mclane believes
the county will appeal the
verdict and attempt to get the
jury award reduced, county
spokesperson David Wert
said that decision will ulti-
mately have to be approved
by the Board of Supervisors.

"The Board of Supervisors
will be advised of the verdict
and decide what the next
steps will be," Wert said in
an email on T\resday.

District Attorney Jason
Anderson declined to
comment on the jury verdict.

Released from custody
after 23 years, William Rich-
ards found himselfin aworld
unfamiliar to him - with no
money, no family and no
home.

"Everything I had was
gone. All my friends died,
all my family diedj'William
Richards said.

He wound up staying
indefinitely with the family
of an attorney for the C alifor-
nia Innocence Project, which
took up William Richards'
case and helped in his fight
forfreedom.

Five years aft er his release,
on June 18, 2O21, a San
Bernardino County Supe-
rior Court judge granted a
motion filed by William Rich-
ardso attorney and declared
him factually irurocenl Since
that qualified him for repa-
rations from the Califor-
nia Victim Compensation
Board, William Richards filed
a claim with the board. T\ro
weeks later, he was granted
morethan $1.1million.

William Richards said the
money allowed him to travel,
purchase a home and vehiclg
and settle down in Oklahoma,
where he lives with his new
wife, Marcella.

He feels justice is complete
with the recent jury award.

"I find it very satisfiring,"
he said.'After more than 30
years of this, I can pick up the
pieces and move on."

y'illiam Richards was wrongfully convicted of murdering Pamela Richards, his wife. couRTEsyoFwtLLIAM RtcHARDS

in the Summit Valley area, south of Hesperia, on Aug. 10, presented to the defense
1993. coURTEsY oF McL, '.- 
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911 at 11:58 p.in., leporting two more times before the While Pamela Richards
his wife's death. He called first deputy arrived on scene had blond hair at the time of
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William ni.frrrd, $f"hl 23 years behindflaft 
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inve.stigators and

over wrongful conviction in his wife's killing ffi!',",ffiJiffiH:-,{ig"li;
Richard$ wife, Pamela Richardq

By Joe Nelson keep saying 'I don-t deserve this. who was killed in 1993 by some-
JNELSoN@ScNG.coM Ididn'tdothis/"Richards,now onewhostrangledher,beather

75, said in an interview with withrocksandcrushedherskull
It's been nine years since the Southern CaliforniaNews withaconcretesteppingstone.

William Richards was released Group. And last wee\ a federal court
romprison,buttheemotional Indeed, the California jury ordered San Bernardino
:arsstilllingerfromthe23years Supreme Court agreed with County to pay Richards
-.spentbehindbarsforacrime Richards thathe was wrongly $25.2million for his wrongful

didn't commit. convicted, blamingoverzealous
Every day was hell. You just San Bernardino County Sheriff's See RTCHARDS on Page A7
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nnocentman
William Richards,
now 75, was
wrongfully
convicted ofthe
1993 murder of
his wife, who
was found dead
at their Summit
Valley property,
and spent 23
years behind
bars. COURTESY
OFWILLIAM
RICHAROS

I
i

{

I

{
\
I

jr



,
611?i25,5:06 PM Former San Bemardino County DA suspended, sanctioned by State Bar for misconduct - San Bemardino Sun

V
NEWS. News

Fn 
o,

Former San Bernardino County
DA suspended, sanctioned by
State Bar for misconduct
'Given their power in our justice system, holding
prosecutors accountable is the most important
function of the State Ba[' said a plaintiff's
attorney
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Forn'ler District Attorney Ramos Destroyed

Evidence, Federal Judge Concludes
Posted on April 24,3020 by Venturi

By Mark Gutglueck

More than two-and-a-half years after prosecutors failed to obtain convictions against three former

San Bernardino County public officials and the wealthy deveioper accused of bribing thern, pretrial

skirmishing in the federal civil case the foui"once-accused bi'ought against the county fsr what they

say was maiicious prosecution continues apace. That political corruption case, in which three

public officials had been previously convicted, took neady a decade to resalve. Late last month, the

plaintiffs in the civil action achieved a mihor victory in the form of one federaljudge finding and

another federaljudge confirming that the central defendant in the matter engaged in the

destructicn of evidence.
'fiiat 

tinOing and its accompanying ruling by the trialjudge is significant from the standpoint that the

offenciing party was hiike Ranros, the district attorney whose office had prosecuted the four

individuals who now say they **r" *rongfurry caujni ,p i,', tn* 
"ri*irui 

*utt"i *hHGrtt witn

events that took place in 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 and went to trial in 2A17.

Of note is that much or all of the erased or destroyed informaticn in question consisted of ernails

and text messages relating to Ramos's personal, political and professional communications during

his 2018 reelection campaign, which came after the t:'ial of the four indiviciuals - Jeff Burum, Paul

Biane, Mark Kirk and Jim Er"win - took place the previous year.

A key player in the matter is Bill Postmus, one of the mast dynamic political entities in San

Bernardino County at the turn of the Third Millennium and arguably the most powerful personage

within San Benardino Coun$ government through most of the current century's first decade.

Postmus's reign came at the end of a several-decades-long period now known as San Bernardino

County's 'Golden Age of Corruption," an era in which individuals such as Fifth District County

Supervisor Robert Hammock, Second District Supervisor Cal McElwain, Fifth District Supervisor

Jerry Eaves. sheriffs Frank Bland, Ffoyd Tidwell and Gary Penrod, county administrative officers

Robert Covington, Harry Mays and James Hlawek, district attorneys Jerome Kavanaugh and

James Cramer, County Treasurer Tom O'Donnell, County lnvestment Officer Sol Levin, Fontana

Mayor Nat Simon, Fontana City lVtanager Jack Ratelle, Hesperia City Manager Robert Rizzo,

Colton Mayor Karl Gaytan, Colton ccuncilmembers James Grimsby, Don Sanders and Abe Beltran

among others freely participated in an openly pay-for-play environment in which bribes and

kickbacks and the use of govemmental authority to perpetuate political power and enable financial

empires were the common ethos, a circumstance that some believe persisted throughout

Postmus's tenure and beyond to the current time in the personages of former Upland Mayor John

Pomierski, former Upland councilmen lvlichael Libutti, Ken Willis, Brendan Brandt and Tom

Thomas, Upland City Manager Robb Quincey, First District Supervisor Brad Mikelfelt, Second

District Supervisor Janice Rutherford, Fourth District Supervisor Curt Hagman and Third District

httpsJ/sbcsentinel.com/2020104/formerda-desfoyed-evidence-judge-condudes/ Fu,5
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"The evidence of poiice tampering is overwhelming,' Kristof wrote. ,,When

lawyers working on cooper's appeal asked for DIJA testingon a T-shirt [,eiieved
to belong to the killer, the lab found Cooper's bl0od 0n the shirt- but also
something astonishing: The blood had test tube preservative in itl ln other
rvords, it appeared to have come from the supply of Cooper's blood drawn by
f hs p6liqs and kept !n a test tute.'
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ooper i'ia :tr nce eat the June 1983 murders of
Douf, and Peggy Ryen, their daughter Jessica, iO, and Chris Hughes, an l1-year-
old neighbor who was at the Ryen's house at the tirne the crime occurred. The
youngest Ryen child, 8-year-old Joshua, had his throal slit but survived the
attack.
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District Attomey L{ike Ramcs straightens his tie before a press conference for
Operation Deserl Guardian on Vy'ednesCay, Oclober 18,2017. Operation Desert
Guardian, conducled in the High Desert by the San Bernarciino County Sheriffs
Department began on Friday, June 2,2017. Throughout the Operation depuiles
seized multiple flrearms. drugs, and made several anests in rhe cities of Mctorville,
Aielanto. Apple \"rallsy. and Hesperia. (Sarah Alvarado fo The Sun)
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