Pamela Richards’ body was found by William Richards in a
sleeping bag on the couple’s undeveloped 5-acre property
in the Summit Valley area, south of Hesperia, on Aug. 10,
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911 at 11:58 p.m., reporting two more times before the

his wife’s death. He called firstdeputyarrived onscene
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Villiam Richards was wrongfully convicted of murdering Pamela Richards, his wife. COURTESY OF WILLIAM RICHARDS
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Investigators and prose-
cutors argued that William
Richards killed his 40-year-
old wife sometime between
the time he arrived home and
the time he made his first 911
call.

McLane said exculpatory
evidence that could have
helped prove William Rich-
ards’ innocence — such as
a blond hair found under
Pamela Richards’ fingernail
that belonged to neither her
nor her husband — was never
presented to the defense
during any of the criminal
trials.

While Pamela Richards

had blond hair at the time of

‘her death, McLane said she
bleached her hair and had
naturally brown hair.

“This hair was blonde at
the root. If that hair came
from Pamela Richards,
that hair should have been
brown. And that evidence
was suppressed from the
defense,” said McLane,
adding that DNA testing
confirmed the hair strand
belonged to an unknown
third party.

DNA testing also revealed
that hair and blood samples
taken from a cinder block and
concrete paver used to crush
the victim’s skull was not that
of either the victim nor her
husband, courtrecords show.
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Additionally, a bite mark
on Pamela Richards’ thumb,

- which prosecutors argued

was inflicted by her husband,
was not introduced as
evidence until his third crimi-
nal trial. A prosecution expert
testified that William Rich-
ards’ teeth matched the bite
mark, but then later admittec
he was wrong. It was unclea
if DNA testing was ever run
on the bite mark to see if it
matched that of William
Richards.

While McLane believes
the county will appeal the
verdict and attempt to get the
jury award reduced, county
spokesperson David Wert
said that decision will ulti-
mately have to be approved
by the Board of Supervisors.

“The Board of Supervisors
will be advised of the verdict
and decide what the next
steps will be,” Wert said in
an email on Tuesday.

District Attorney Jason
Anderson declined to
commenton the jury verdict.

Released from custody
after 23 years, William Rich-
ards found himselfin a world
unfamiliar to him — with no
money, no family and no
home.

“Everything I had was
gone. All my friends died,
all my family died,” William
Richards said.

He wound up staying
indefinitely with the family
of an attorney for the Califor-
nia Innocence Project, which
took up William Richards’
case and helped in his fight
for freedom.

Fiveyearsafter hisrelease,
on June 18, 2021, a San
Bernardino County Supe-
rior Court judge granted a
motion filed by William Rich-
ards’ attorney and declared
him factually innocent. Since
that qualified him for repa-
rations from the Califor-
nia Victim Compensation
Board, William Richards filed
a claim with the board. Two
weeks later, he was granted
more than $1.1 million.

William Richards said the
money allowed him to travel,
purchase ahome and vehicle,
and settle down in Oklahoma,
where he lives with his new
wife, Marcella.

He feelsjustice is complete
with the recent jury award.

“I find it very satisfying,”
he said. “After more than 30
years of this, I can pick up the
pieces and move on.”



Innocent man

William Richards spent 23 years behind ’l?ars
over wrongful conviction in his wife’s killing

By Joe Nelson
; JNELSON@SCNG.COM

It’s been nine years since
William Richards was released
Tom prison, but the emotional
zars still linger from the 23 years
aspent behind bars for a crime
didn’t commit.
‘Every day was hell. You just

ol ol

keep saying, ‘I don’t deserve this.
Ididn’t do this, ” Richards, now
75, said in an interview with
the Southern California News
Group. :

Indeed, the California
Supreme Court agreed with
Richards that he was wrongly
convicted, blaming overzealous
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s
AMD) Y zuT NE

Department investigators and
prosecutors for botching the
investigation into the murder of
Richards’ wife, Pamela Richards,
who waskilled in 1993 by some-
one who strangled her, beat her
withrocks and crushed her skull
with a concrete stepping stone.
And last week, a federal court
jury ordered San Bernardino
County to pay Richards
$25.2 million for his wrongful

See RICHARDS on Page A7

William Richards,
now 75, was
wrongfully
convicted of the
1993 murder of
his wife, who
was found dead
at their Summit
Valley property,
and spent 23
years behind
bars. COURTESY
OF WILLIAM
RICHARDS
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Former San Bernardino County
DA suspended, sanctioned by
State Bar for misconduct

NEWS - News

'Given their power in our justice system, holding
prosecutors accountable is the most important
function of the State Bar;' said a plaintiff's
attorney

https://www.sbsun.com12025l06I11Iformer—san-bemardino—oounty—da-suspended-sanctioned-by-state—bar—for—misconductl?clearUserState=true
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Former District Attorney Ramos Destroyed Evidence, Federal Judge Concludes | SBCSentinel

Former District Attorney Ramos Destroyed

Evidence, Federal Judge Concludes
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By Mark Gutglueck

More than two-and-a-half years after prosecutors failed to obtain convictions against three former
San Bernardino County public officials and the wealthy developer accused of bribing them, pretrial
skirmishing in the federal civil case the four once-accused brought against the county for what they
say was malicious prosecution continues apace. That political corruption case, in which three
public officials had been previously convicted, took nearly a decade to resolve. Late last month, the
plaintiffs in the civil action achieved a minor victory in the form of one federai judge finding and
another federal judge confi irming that the central defendant in the matter engaged in the
destruction of evidence.

“That finding and its accompanying ruling by the trial judge is significant from the standpoint that the

offending party was N’nke Ramos the district attor ey whose ofﬁce had prosecuted the four

B o

individuals who | now say they were wrongfuily caughi up in the cnmmai matter, which dealt with

B

events that took piace in 2004, 2005 2006, 2007 and 2008 and went to trial in 2017.
Of note is that much or all of the erased or destroyed information in question consisted of emails

and text messages relating to Ramos’s personal, political and professional communications during
his 2018 reelection campaign, which came after the trial of the four individuals — Jeff Burum, Paul
Biane, Mark Kirk and Jim Erwin — took place the previous year.

Akey player in the matter is Bill Postmus, one of the most dynamic political entities in San
Bernardino County at the turn of the Third Millennium and arguably the most poweriul personage
within San Benardino County government through most of the current century’s first decade.
Postmus’s reign came at the end of a several-decades-long period now known as San Bernardino
County’s “Golden Age of Corruption,” an era in which individuals such as Fifth District County
Supervisor Robert Hammock, Second District Supervisor Cal McElwain, Fifth District Supervisor
Jerry Eaves, sheriffs Frank Bland, Floyd Tidwell and Gary Penrod, county administrative officers
Robert Covington, Harry Mays and James Hlawek, district attorneys Jerome Kavanaugh and
James Cramer, County Treasurer Tom O’Donneli, County investment Officer Sol Levin, Fontana
Mayor Nat Simon, Fontana City Manager Jack Ratelle, Hesperia City Manager Robert Rizzo,
Colton Mayor Karl Gaytan, Colton councilmembers James Grimsby, Don Sanders and Abe Beltran
among others freely participated in an openly pay-for-play environment in which bribes and
kickbacks and the use of governmental authority to perpetuate political power and enabie financial
empires were the common ethos, a circumstance that some believe persisted throughout
Postmus’s tenure and beyond to the current time in the personages of former Upland Mayor John
Pomierski, former Upland councilmen Michael Libutti, Ken Willis, Brendan Brandt and Tom
Thomas, Upland City Manager Robb Quincey, First District Supervisor Brad Mitzelfelt, Second ) ¢
District Supervisor Janice Rutherford, Fourth District Supervisor Curt Hagman and Third District

https:/isbcsentinel.com/2020/04/former-da-destroyed-evidence-judge-concludes/ (‘ 115
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N'e That petition lay dormant until a searing reexamination of Cooper's case by

{",\Fj J’b A \ Pulitzer-winning columnist Nicholas Kristofwas published in The New York
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Jjury in what his opponent, Anderson, calls a “Wmngﬁ]] political prosecution.” The
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four men, all of whom insist they are mnocent have sued or filed claims ag ainst
the county for $250 million. Ramos has also lost the confidence of many in his
own office, who believe he is more interested in scoring political points and

g T Vi B Lt 1 . EPURC I I TSR b TRSNSNE T SN SF S
Q*Stcx\ulg Lig1ier o11ic 1d015 1118 _j ob. The editorial board has dubbed the case

n2 rrmhon people,

wielding thp awesome power tha. comns with vsho to charge and what

0\ P el —
kY, {4 b DenaltyAt«o seek. If Ramos nrevalls he will do evervthmg he can to ensure that 6
\ﬂg . Cooper’s penélty is death Wthh nsks the ultlmate honor the state kﬂlmgmofan

innocent person. <

=
=
o
w
g
o
@®
o
o
=
S
o
=
™
x
S
<)
o
S
=
=
o
v
o
b
8
3
©
=
5]
=
et
®
5
3
a
e o8
Y
D
i
o
3
11
1%
£
w
oy
i
o
o
a
&
9]
o
x
=3
oL
| s
w
=
&
i
p*
\\_
L)
&



T intikelv deenite enlin olal
AAPPEar uniikely despite solic clalms

“The evidence of poiice tampering is overwhelming,” Kristof wrote. “When
lawyers working on Cooper's appeal asked for DNA testing on a T-shirt believed
to belong to the killer, the lab found Cooper's blood on the shirt—but also
something astonishing: The blood had test tube preservative in it! In other
words, it appeared to have come from the supply of Cooper's blood drawn by

Larry Hannan

Jun 21, 201
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Cooper was convicted and sentenced 1o death for the June 1983 murders of
O 4 Doug and Peggy Ryen, their deughter Jessica, 10, and Chris Hughes, an 11-year-
ad old neighbor who was at the Ryen’s house at the time the crime occurred. The
. youngest Ryen child, 8-year-old Joshua, had his throat slit but survived the
e attack.

Joshua later told police that the attackers were three or four white men. Kevin
Cooper is black.

\ But San Bernarding County District Attorney Mike Ramos has ste

LY \ adfastly
W £ e,
/{/%‘ 5 % 5 i 5;‘,“! A EF .nsmteo ‘chat Cooper is gu;ltv and hou!d be %d

o

] ,«»‘ﬁ; {# Ramos criticized Brown for writing the letter for the governor. In a post to his
: L A g
LA \\ v N _ (1" Facebook page Ramos said he was “disgusted” by Brown's comments.

f ,, W\ “He killed a family and two little children, and left their family members to

\ \ ﬁ j;/(‘%i‘ v nsuffer a lifetime of pain,” Ramos posted. “The American Bar Association has no
ANEPWAY A \ i; Vbusiness commenting on a case in San Bernardino County and calling into

Vv e\ e ) %‘ question the integrity of this office.”

s of misconduct in the Case have been re;ecwu by state and fcoeral
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| N b, &S bitBera 08 G Fasan §~ s LA
\ Al Ramos has been a vocal death penalty supporter, spending a year camp ?rgnmg
N/ ‘ , for Proposition 66, which was designed to lessen the amount of time death
) ' penalty appeals take. Voters approved the measure, but the California Supreme
| A b .\ court is now deciding whether it is constitutional.

Ramos was also cited by the Fair Punishment Project as an overzealous

prosecutor in its report, Too Broken To Fix, that spotlighted outlier counties that
overused the death penalty.

“A review of direct appeals from the past decade reveals that the San
Bernardino County District Attorney's office has continuously sought the death
penalty for very young adults, individuals with mental illness, and an individual
who was convicted of capital murder even though he was not the triggerman,”
the report said.

And despite multiple exonerations and numerous problems with the quality of
defense lawyering, Ramos has ® claimed that minimum competency
requirements for post-conviction defense attorneys handling capital cases are

CERERALID LEPEAL, DONNTE 75 FELF £5 COOTIUE LT B

our justice syste;n," the report said.
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before he was supposed to be put to death. g /

htips MAheappeal org’california-man-facing-execution-despite- substantiak-evidence-thal-he-i innocent-p8116e96c95a/

1 Cooper was almost executed in 2004, getting a stay of execution only hours A\ \/’
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District Attorney Michaei Rameos
IS O roddiciock to justice

District Attorney Mike Ramos straightens his tie before a press conference for

Operation Desert Guardian on Wednesday, October 18, 2017. Operation Desert

Guardian, conducted in the High Desert by the San Bernardino County Sheriff's

Department, began on Friday, June 2, 2017. Throughout the Operation deputies

seized multiple firearms, drugs, and made several arrests in the cities of Victorville, 6
Adelanto, Apple Valley, and Hesperia. (Sarah Alvarado fo The Sun)
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