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CASE NC.
+ RIFF'S DEPARTMENT

DR# 1331036-07
County of San Bernardino

Californis ’ REPORT AREA
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CODE SECTION i CRIME CLASSIFICATION

PC 187 murder

VICTIM'S NAME — LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME (FIRM NAME IF BUSINESS)

|__cahb, RITA

ADDRESS l , RESIDENCE [ { BUSINESS PHONE

)

h'_INTERVIEH.NASH,MBRUCE”KENNETH.HMA_BG yrs, DOB. 3-7-49, 9560 Palomer Trai],,Lucerne:Va]Tey,wuu —
home telephone 619/248-6745, Mr. Nash is self-employed: <

(At approx. 1715 hrs., Monday 9-23-85 Hr. Kash was infervined on fhe rosds
- -the. exterior_side of. the boundry . -protecting. the crime scene._.

sy of highway 18 in

~.Mr._Nash stated thai,heid.known‘rhe_yictim_fpr~approx,“3hto‘4~years and.he met her_through. __ |
John'Sullivian a mutual friend. Nash also stated that he and his wife Cynthia had visited with
.. the_victim possijyZO_tOWSO_ijmes.oyermihe‘Jast 3 year period... And héFea—r st seen the victid
while he and Cynthia were at John's Sullivians house on last Fridey 9-20-85.

He went on to add it was approx. 1930 to 1945 hrs., when he and Cynthia were at Johns residence

-where they. saw Rita_Cobb consuming.Jim Beam Bourbon. . Bruce and Lynthia Nesh left. the .

Sullivian residence at approx. 2145 hrs., Teaving Rita Cobb there consuming Jim Beam .

Mr..Nash stated .that Rita appeared to be a Jittlelbuzzed". and infact he and his wife had offereq
r a ride home because they did n't. think she should be driving. '

sked if Rita appeared to be belligerent he stated no, she's just a very TOﬁély wWoman thét
s -locking for a.man, she could share her.Tife with. I then.questioned Mr. Nash as to what

he had last seen Rita wearing, he responded by saying she was wearing designer blue jeans
-and thats all. he could remember. . He also stated that she had a new .boyfriend by tre name of-

Bruce Lee and she'd mentioned that she was excited about him.  Mr. Kash stated that Rita
also visited Tocal .travens in-the area some-of which were the Moose Lodge, VFW, and Zodiac -

Loudge. Mr. Nash could offer nothing further of investicative value and this parliminary
jnterivew.was.thenﬂconc]uded._A oL L .
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CASE NO,

' SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO DR 1331036-07

REPORT AREA

CALIFORNIA
o ‘ CA 03600 Fage 1 H 100-85
’}SECTION . CRIME ’ . CLASSIFICATION :
PC187 MURDER - oo oo, 0 FELONY 7
VICTIM'S NAME - LAST NAME FIRST NAME e ‘MIDDCE"NAME . (FIRM NAME IF BUSINESS) 7
ADDRESS “FESIDENCE - " : ‘ T:HON'E ]
f - OTHER STATEMENT: Bruce Nash- - « .. - ... '
T " On March 11, 2009, af approximately. 1815 “hiurs, DeteGlive Robert Alexander and 1

-

<
S played one another from time to time. ‘ -
P . ‘ .

(75 & Bruce last saw Rita when_she arrived af\Many Spr\nqsﬁﬂanch tmx evening in 1985,
J“”; \Present at the  Ranch were Rita, Jepn-QNjlivan (Brlice’s brother-in-law), Francesca Sullivan
& N> (Bruce's sister), Cynthia riend)/apd him. Everyone was rinking alcoho)
3 3 g teg/and slurred her speech. S‘K\uc\.oe@_g
DI ; SEN AT PARxy 2

i & a -Fridaysnight. Cynthia'and he drove 1o Many
x TWagon artiving at abolt 8pm. Rita arrived in
& el | “before-¢r after Cynthia and him. While at

- 28g , possifly 5o ite Lightening (190 Proof). Cynthia and he

akank wiie and John and Francesca drank beer. '

interviewed Bruce at his residence. Bruce was at Many Springs Ranch with Rita Cobb when

she was last seen alive. On March 8", 2009 -we arrested Yablonsky for the' murder of Rita

Cobb. The purpose of the interview was to find out if Bruce knew John Yablonsky and if he

had any further information to_provide since hig last statement in 1985. We asked Bruce
* numerous ‘quéstions and the foliowing is a sunimiary of his audio recorfied statement.,

lady to hang out with.. ‘Bruce met Rita through
\/ Springs Ranch and at Rita’s house. *John
ad a ping pong-table at her house and they

. Bruce liked Rita and described her-as a fu
- John Sullivan. Bruce hung out with Rita/at Ma
-was'the care taker for Many Springs Ranth. Rita

:’ML‘NY)QQ-%
IZR)V;A_,@'

They all hNpg out togethen at the ranch untif about 9 PM or 10 PM. Rita was good at holding
her alcohol by that night she seeméd more intoxicated than she usually gets. Rita was ving
-, Bruce was concemed for Rita because he did n
ashietwas:goingstadrivesherhomewhile,
Grank fogetherinthe pastadBics

IEPORTING OFFICER DATE REVIEWED BY TYPED BY ROUTED BY DATE
JET. G. MYLER (M4285) -03/12/09 f'u- '
THER ACTION: . . REMARKS
o COPIES TO: Other 5D/PD ‘ .
"\flo, b v, Daleclioe . G, co hen . g ? - /(‘92—/ . o
. 4-401 Rev. 1/83 - Disl. Atty. Patrol o / j I




CASE NO,

SHERIFF’'S DEPARTMENT
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO

DR 1331036-07

CAL[FORN[A | REPORT AREA
; Page 1
CA 03600 g H 100-85
. "SECTION CRIME CLASSIFICATION
PC187 MURDER . FELONY
VICTIM'S NAME - LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME {FIRM NAME IF BUSINESS)
RESIDENCE PHONE

ADDRESS

OTHER STATEMENT: Bruce Nash

- On March 11, 2009, at approximatel
interviewed Bruce at his residence. Bru
she was last seen alive. On March 8"

had any further information to provide
numerous Lquesﬁons’ and the following is

Bruce like

!

John Sullivan. Bruce hun
was the care taker for Man
- played one another from ti

Rita and described her as a fun
g out with Rita at Many Springs Ranc
y Springs Ranch. Rita had a ping pon
me to time,

e et e o

lady to hang out

M“Mﬂ-‘_\____,_ o,

e
maw Rita when she arrived at Many Springs Ranch _
Present at the Ranch were Rita, John Sullivan (Bruce’s brother-in-law), Francesca Sullivan

(Bruce's sister), Cynthia Hooper (Bruce's girlfrien
except for Cynthia and Bruce. Rita was intoxicated a

d)

y 1315 hours, Detective Robert Alexander and |
ce was at Many Springs Ranch with Rita Cobb when
» 2009 we arrested Yablonsky for the murder of Rita
Cobb. The purpose of the interview was to find out if Bruce knew John Yablonsky and if he
since his last statement in 1985. We asked Bruce
a summary of his audio!/:ecorded statement.

v

and him. Everyone was drinking alcohol
nd slurred her speech.

qaunitaa Aoy Sears KT 7R PRy - oY

Bruce rego lled that it was pleasant outside that Friday night. Cﬁlnthia and he drove to Many
Springs Ranch in their green Ford Pinto station wagon arriving

her Cadillac. Bruce could not recall if Rita arrived before
the fanch Rita drank alcohol,

possibly some White Lightening (

were sober. Rita generally drank wine and John and Francesca drank beer,

They all hung out together at the ranch until about 9 PM or 10 PM. Rit
her alcohol but that night she seemed more intoxicated than she usu
a good time but was slurring her speech. Bruce was concerned fo
think she was able to drive home safely. Bruce told Rita h
Cynthia followed behind them. At no othertirie When they drank together in the past did Bruce

ever have to offer Rita a ride home.

AFERTRE

ith. Bruce met Rita through
h and at Rita's house. John
g table at her house and they
NASH  SEEN Copp
ARRIVE “ACUR L TES I~
hat Friday evening in 1985.

t about 8pm._Rita arrived in
or after Cynihia and him. While at

190 Proof). Cynthia and he

a was good at holding .
ally gets. Rita was having

r Rita because he did not
e was gaing to drive her home while
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— -| CASENO.
i SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
" COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO DF*.1331°3&07
CALIFORNIA Page 2 REPORT AREA
| | CA 03600 J H 100-85

. SECTION CRIME CLASSIFICATION

pci87 MURDER . FELONY

VICTIM'S NAME - LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME (FIRM NAME IF BUSINESS)

‘ADDF;ESS RESIDENCE v . PHONE

Interview Continued: Bruce Nash

Rita was adamant that she was fine and could drive herself home. When Bruce pressed her to
allow him 1o d nerefused his offer. Rita even made the commentihat she was

t hg-abeoul going to the Zodiac Bar or somewhere else before going home. Bruce saw Rita
drive away in her Cadillac and Cynfhia & OVeE ho hat left John and Francesca at

the ranch. Today Bruce could not recall what Rita wore that night.

A!exinder asked Bruce to tell him about Rita's boyfrien}is, friends, social life, and career.

- Bruce said Fred Bedard and Rita dated for a year or so before breaking up. They broke up

. about six months before Rita was killed. Bruce did not recall Rita dating anyone at the time of

- her death. Bruce did not know what type of guys Rita preferred or what her social life was like.
John Sullivan and Art Bishop (deceased) seemed to be Rita’s good friends. Rita worked for ,

the Spring Valley Lake Couritry Club as a secretary.

On Monday, Francesca, John, and he went into Victorville for some reason. When they
returned to Luceme Valley they saw police cars at Rita’s House. When they stopped Daryl
(Rita’s son) ran 1o their car and told them someone killed his mother. Bruce put his arms
around Daryl and comforted him. Daryl was quite distraught.

AlexJnder asked Bruce if he had any knowledge that RiteJ had rented her back house .out at
any time. Bruce said no. Bruce then recalled that Rita may have rented it out to Fred Bedard

at one time or another.

Alexander showed Bruce a photograph of John Yablonsky. Bruce said he does not know John
Yablonsky, but he does know a George Yablonsky. George and he rode horses together a
long time ago. Bruce recalléd George told him back thef he was trying to get one of his sons
into the family business. George introduced that son to him, but Bruce doss not recall what he
looked like. George was frustrated with his son because he was a flake, meaning he could not

depend on him.

Rita had a personalized license plate of “ST James.” James was the name of her deceased

husband. Rita always said James was a Saint to her. : i .
| AETERTRAE )

REPORTING OFFICER DATE REVIEWED BY TYPED BY ROUTED BY DATE
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SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO

CASE NO.

DR 1331036-07

CALIFORNIA REPORT AREA
CA 03600 Page 3 H 100-85
L SECTION CRIME CLASSI'FICATION :
PC187 MURDER FELONY
VICTIM'S NAME - LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME (FIRM NAME |F BUSINESS)
" .| ADDRESS RESIDENCE PHONE
Interview Continued: Bruce Nash
Bruce said he made some repairs to Rita's house once in awhile. One time he replaced the
thermostat in her house. Bruce made the repair before Rita and her son Daryl had stopped
. communicating with each other. -
I'asked Bruce if he saw or spoke to Rita from the time he saw her leave the Ranch that Friday
evening until the time Daryl told him Rita had been killed. Bruce said no. Bruce also indicated
he had not received any messages from Rita over thg weekend. :
Bruce did not have any further information to provide and his interview was concluded at 1400
hours. - :
Yt
A (’“/\
N
I~ :
A
)
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ed 1o be Rita's|good friends. Rita worked for

about six months before Rita was killéd. Bru
her death. Bruce did not know what type of gu
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iled his mother. Bruce put his arms
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Alexander asked Bruce if Y had any knoyledge that Rita had rented her back house out af
any titge. Bruce said no. Bruce then recalléd that Rita may have rented it out to Fred Bedard

Alexander skowed Bruce a phptostaph of John Yabldnsky. Bruce said he does not know thn
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husband. Rita always said James was a Saint to her. 1 (/4
: Wi
. ]L\x./ Hore
IEPORTING OFFICER DATE REVIEWED BY TYPED BY ROUTED BY DATE
JET. G. MYLER (M4285) 03/12/08 Lo~ '
THER ACTION: ™ | '

" /comss 0 Other - somp REvRS /\%

, e L. Dpeohe on R @/b RS
o iv. 0401 Rev. 183 v [ Disl. Atly. Patrol ’ ’ [

year or 50 be Bfé""b‘r'éakiﬁg"Uﬁ:“i‘Tb‘f‘a‘jtpjr:oke* upzi~. -



REPORT oOF INVESTIGATION

DEFENDANT/MINOR:

John Yablonsky

Desert Division

ESTIGATION .

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER 1
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CaseNo: FVI900518

CHARGE(S): PC 187
REPORT TYpe: Interview / Contact
| INVESTIGATOR: Mapula

DATE(S) OF INVESTIGATION: 12/09/2009 : P

ASSIGNED DPD: - ‘Sanders
DATE REPORT PREPARED: 12/10/2009

. SUP. INVESTIGATOR: Maputa
Qgﬁfllnfomzang 3 DEZH :Other;;p

W Witness § RP- ~Reporting | Persou LY V~Vcctgmj C; i-°C¢:m|xlamam

ADD12323 Camelian

NAME Bruce Nash -
AKA: - Lucerne Valley
W 1pos: ADD 2:
DL: ‘
PHYS: PHN 1: 760-900-0702 PHN 2: 760-248-7947
NAME: ADD 1:
AKA;
DOB: ADD 2:
DL:
PHYS: PHN 1: PHN 2:
NAME: ADD 1;
AKA:
DOB: ADD 2:
DL:
PHYS: PHN 1: PHN 2:
NAME: ADD 1:
AKA;
DOoB: ADD 2:
DL:
PHYS: PHN 1: PHN 2;
NAME: ADD 1:
AKA: '
| DoB: N /p/@/ ADD 2:
DL: /\C 3
PHYS: s PHN 1: PHN 2:
NAME: '/( VI ADD 1:
AKA; \. i
DOB: : ADD 2:
DL: .
PHYS: PHN 1:
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

SBCPD BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

it NARRATIVE..:. . ... - -

[ talked with Bruce Nash on 12-9-09 regarding this incident. | identified myself to him as a San Bernardino
County Public Defender Investigator and he agreed to talk with me about this case but asked that I call him back

on 12-10-09. | called him agaih on 12-10-09 and talked with him about this case.

I asked Nash if he remembered when he last saw Rita Cobb before her death. He said he thinks it was on
Friday night of the weekend of her death. He told me that was at John Sullivan’s house. Sullivan is Nash's
brother-in-law. There was a get-together at Sullivaii's house and Rita Cobb was there. He said she did not
have a date or companion that had accompanied her. SARDELS waT N OT SR

| AT Pty Lt~ TRoucy TR 5110 ([Shen
| asked Nash if he knew who, if anyone, Cobb had been dating or seeing regularly before her death. He said he
thought it was somebody from Spring Valley Lake but said he could be wrong about that. He could not
remember a name at all. He said he seem mber Cobb felling him she had been seeing someone.’
Nash thought that maybe the pefson Cobb hiid been seeingahad something to do with Spring Valley Lake

'

g suspiciods or out of the ordinary at or around Cobb’s residence just prior to
Ose 1o Cobb at the time of her death so he would not have any
s-arpund her house. | also asked Nash if he knew, or had heard of,

Helen Brooks of Apple Valldy aroynd the time of Cobb's death. He did not know the name at all.

Nash told me Fran Sullivan is his Yister. He sai‘d'he did not know of anyone that came to mind that might have
any information regarding this incident. ‘

[ L B Y- YT

D&

AUDIONVIDEQ RECORDING(S) GENERATED IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT:  Yes D No @
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE COLLECTED IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT: Yes D Wo E
EVIDENCE CONTROL NUMBER(S}): )

This report was prepared from }ny nates and Independent recollection of these contacts and evenis. As this reporl incorporates and replaces my original
. . nates in their entirety, they were destroyed on: 12/10/2008.
' . << NOTHING FOLLOWS >>

-
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CASE NO.

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT :
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO DR 1331036-07

CALIFORNIA FEPORT AFEA
CA 03600 Page 2 H 100-85

BECTION CRIvE . - | CLASSIFICATION

pPCi87

MURDER FELONY

VICTIN'S NAME - LAST NAME FIRST NAME ’ MIDOLE NAME (FIRM NAME IF BUSINESS)

'ADDRESS

X RESIDENCE ' PHONE
‘_’.u" e \\

Alexander show

~,

lntervievac';ntinued: Bruce Nash S

N
Rita was adamant that she was fine and could drive herself homsNhen Bruce pressed her to
allow him to drive her home she refused his offer. Rita even made t}\j comment that she was
thinking about going to the Zodiac Bar or somewhere else before going home. Bruce saw Rita
drive away in her Cadillac and Cynthia and he drove home. That left John and Francesca at

- the ranch. Today Bruce could not recall what Rita wore that night. //

e

: v y
Alexander asked Bruce to tell him about Rita’s boyfriends, . friends, social life, and career.
Bruce sald Fred Bedard and Rita dated for a year or so-before breaking up. They broke up
about six months hefore Rita was killed. Bruce did 110t rézal Rita dating anyone at the time of
her death. Bruce did not KNGW What 1756 of guys Rita preferredhor what her social life was like.
John Suflivan and Art Bishon (deceased) seemed ty be Rita’s dxod friends. Rita worked for
the Spring Valley Lake Country Club as a secretary,

returned to Lucerne Walley th
(Rita's son) ran to thel car &

ad any knowledge thay Rita Reefented her back house cut at
any time.Bruce said no. Byucd then recalle thet Rita may have rented it out to Fred Bedard

d Bruce a phdtograxh of Joh Yablonsky. Bruce said he does not know John

Yablonsky, but ht\does know § Georde Y onsky. George and he rode horses together a
long time ago. Brudk recalled orge told him back then he was irying io get one of his sons
into the family busines George \ntroduced that son to him, but Bruce does not recall what he

looked like. George wasNrustrated with his son because he was a flzke, meaning he could not
depend on him. '

Rita had a personalized license plate of “ST James.” James was the name of her deceased
husband. Rita always said James was a Saint to her.

REPORTING OFFICER DATE REVIEWED BY
DET. G. MYLER (l4285) 03/12/09
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

DEFENDANT/MINOR:

+REPORT:-OF INVESTIGAT!ON

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Desert Division

CaseNo: FVIS00518

John Yablonsky
CHARGE(S): PC 187
REPORT TYPE: interview / Contact

INVESTIGATOR: Mapula
DATE(S) OF INVESTIGATION: 12/09/2009 _
ASSIGNED DPD: ‘Sanders
DATE REPORT PREPARED! 12/10/2009
: SUP. INVESTIGATOR: Mapula

ersony ¥ #Victim J,C - Complainant § {52 Suspest § NP Named

Ppran g JNFé‘r!nfounanm mu-‘

NAME. Bruce Nash ADD 1: 32323 Camehan
AKA: Lucerne Valley
W 1 DOoB: ADD 2:

DL: , '
PHYS: PHN 1: 760-800-0702 PHN 2: 760-248-7947
NAME: ADD 1:
AKA: .
DOB: ADD 2:
DL:
PHYS: PHN 1: PHN 2:
NAME: ADD 1;
AKA:
DOB: ADD 2:
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PHYS: PHN 1: PHN 2:
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DL:
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DL: ‘
PHYS: PHN 1: |~ PHN 2:
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SBCPD BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ’ REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

NARRATIVE &

| talked with Bruce Nash on 12-3-09 regarding this mcndent | identified myself to him as a San Bernardino
County Public Defender Investigator and he agreed to talk with me about this case but asked that.| call him back
on 12-10-09. | called him again on 12-10-09 and talked with him about this case.

| asked Nash if he remembered when he last saw Rita Cobb before her death. He said he thinks it was on
Friday night of the weekend of her death. He told me that was at John Sullivan’s house. Sullivan is Nash’s
brother-m law. There was a get-together at Sullivan's house and Rita Cobb was there. He said she did not

have a date or companlon that had accompanied her, SAwr0eRS SH10 HeE S‘é‘_’@\l
Allecva AT (’—_‘?'\(&(030 BuT Mehopy SEEN SRunbee g w&(y

I asked Nash if he knew who, if anyone, Cobb had been dating or seeing regularly before her death He said he
thought it was somebody from Spring Valley Lake but said he could be wrong about that. He could not
remember a name at all. He said he seemed to remember Cobb telling him she had been seeing someone.
Nash thought that maybe the person Cobb had been seeing had something to do with Spring Valley Lake.

| asked Nash if he had any opinion as to Cobb’s reputation with men. He said his “impression” is that she did, at
times, go home with a man after having drinks at one of the bars in town. He did not know if that was a fact or
not. Nash also told me he never knew Cobb to be a “mean drunk” at all. He said he never saw her like that. He
told me she did have a strong personahty and would often speak her mind, but was not a mean or aggressive
person.

I asked Nash if he noticed anything suspicious or out of the ordinary at or around Cobb's residence just prior to

information as far as anything suspicious around her house. | also asked Nash if he knew, or had heard of,
Helen Brooks of Apple Valley around the time of Cobb's death. He did not know the name at all.

'| Nash told me Fran Sullivan is his sister. He said he did not know of anyone that came to mind that might have
any information regarding this incident. ‘ ~

her death. Nash told me he did not live close to Cobb at-the time .of her death so he would not have any:

AUDIONIDEO RECORDING(S) GENERATED IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT:  Yes |_] No X
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE COLLECTED IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REPORT: Yes [] No [X]
EVIDENCE CONTROL NUMBER(S): ‘

This report was prepared from my notes and independent recoliection of these contacts and events, As this reporl incorporales and replaces my original
notes in their entirety, they were destroyed on: 12/10/2009.
<< NOTHING FOLLOWS >>
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night, and there were people that could testify
that -- that what she said was not what happened.
MR. SANDERS: There-were a couple of psople

that said they thought they remembered her in the bar.
THE COURT: Okay.
MR. SANDERS: Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

(Whereupon the following proceedings were held in open
' . court in the presence of the jury:)
THE COURT: I'm sustaining the cbjectiocn. Go
“ahead. Ask another question.
BY MR. SANDERS:
0 So did you -- you offered her -- to take her
home.
Was she in\the process ¢f getting ready to go
S e
A I don't remember. I belisve so. M/;XQFSQiTrQ
o — T : ¢
////A\Q Oﬁay. And she declined your offer to drive her
( home?
\ A Yes. eeee——e

Did you watch her as she left to go to her

I don't remember that.

\ Was thers some discussion between she and
\,
N\
your -- 1t was your girlfriend?
2 pay Correct.
' 0 Was thers some discussion of

ycu that you should follow her hcme to make sure she got
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